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what other people say, and to change. Not everything they say is right, so,
therefore, you do not have to change everything, but certain things are right,
and those things that are right, you should be willing to change.

That is the purpose of the seder. The purpose of the seder is to teach us how to
communicate. The rabbis have taught us throughout all the symbols of the
seder to look deeply at what we do and what we feel so that we are able to
communicate to each other our fears and our hopes. I do not understand, too,
why people fail to communicate. In this situation in Bosnia, I think we made a
mistake. We should have kept talking for a little bit more. Perhaps there
would have been a chance to solve the problem, especially when the countries
of NATO were imposing a solution rather then trying to arrive at a mutuat
agreeable solution. If they would have talked a little bit more, and put more
observers in there, maybe the situation would not have gotten out of hand. Of
course, now that it has gotten out of hand, the United States has to win it, and
they have to win it quickly, but we have to be careful that we maintain
communication. Unless we have communication between generations, and

unless we have communication within families and within the world community,
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things can rapidly deteriorate and terrible things can ensue. We want to make
sure that there is always communication so the Jewish people and that the
people of Israel are strong and that there is peace in the world so the Mashiach

will come quickly in our day. Amen.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a fellow who went to college. He
returned home, and his father asked him, "How are things?" The son replied,
"Good." The father asked, "How is your dorm?” The son said good. The
father asked, "How is the food?", and the son said good. He then asked, "How
are your courses?”, and the son said good. Finally, the father, in exasperation
said, "And what do you intend to major in?", and his son replied,
"Communication." We have to learn how to draw each other out, how to
communicate, and we communicate in many subtle different ways. Let us hope
that we will all communicate quickly so we will have peace in the world so the
Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.
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We all know that we cannot start the Pesach seder until it is dark, the reason
for that being that the kiddush, which is the first cup of the four cups of wine,
has to be said when the matzah and maror are in front of you. We learn that in
the time of the Temple you could not eat the paschal lamb, the Korban Pesach,
until it was dark, and the Korban Pesach was eaten with the matzah and the
maror. It is true that the wine is a rabbinic commandment and not a Biblical
commandment, but the rabbis commanded their commandments to be in
accordance with the Biblical commandments, so since the four cups of wine are
an integral part of the seder, that kaddish is the very fist part of the seder, we
cannot make kiddush until it is dark, just as we could not eat the Korban Pesach
or the matzah and maror until it was dark. This we all understand, and,
therefore, Pesach is one holiday you cannot start early. It is not like every
Shabbat, which you can actually start early if you want. However, a question
arises about the last two cups of wine. After all, we also have a Torah law that
the Korban Pesach had to be finished, eaten, by midnight, but we all know that
we continue this tradition so that the Afikomen has to be eaten by midnight, but
we drink two cups of wine past that, so how is it possible that we drink two
cups of wine past that? In fact, many people pride themselves on the fact that

their seder lasts until two or three in the morning. They drink these two cups
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of wine way past midnight. True, they finish their meal and eat the Afikomen
by midnight, but the last part of the Haggadah they do not complete until way
past midnight, If the rabbis have made their rules just like the Torah rules, then
the last two cups of wine should also be finished by midnight, and, as actually
the Vilner Gaon decides this way, as does the Ramoah, but the Halacha does
not really follow them. We hold that you can drink the two cups of wine past

midnight, so why should this be so?

We also all know that there are four B's when it comes to Pesach. Right before
Pesach, we make a brocha when we are searching for chometz, and then we
bedika, search for the chometz, then we bittel, nullify the chometz, and then the
next morning we biur, remove and burn the chometz, so we see that there are
these four B's that are connected with Pesach. Why is it that we make a brocha
before we search for the chometz, especially since we do not make a brocha

before we say the Haggadah?

If we look carefully, I think we can see what the argument of the rabbis are

concerning the four cups of wine. If we look at the four cups of wine, we can
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sce that some rabbis hold that the joy that is talked about after the meal is
dependent upon the suffering that went before it. In other words, to get the full
joy of Judaism, you need to undergo the suffering. Other rabbis say no. These
two cups of wine after the Afikomen are entirely independent of the seder in the
sense that one is over the benching and one is basically over our saying of
Hallel. In other words, the joy that comes from Judaism is not dependent upon
suffering. We are not like some other religions which say that joy can only
come through suffering. We say that joy comes despite suffering, that suffering
does not always make you a better person. We all know that when you talk
about college students who have gone through hazing in a fraternity, you would
think that when they finish their year they would be much easier on incoming
freshmen, but they are not; they are worse. They say, "I had to suffer, you
have to suffer.” We do not belicve that suffering necessarily is redemptive and
makes you a better person. We do not think that joy has to always come
through suffering, and we are not communicating that to our children at the
seder. We are not saying that you can only have joy and happiness in life if
you first suffer. Sometimes, in fact it is almost inevitable that we are all going

to suffer some, but we can have joy despite our suffering. Maybe our joy is
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even deepened because of our suffering because we appreciate what we have
much better now, but joy you can have without suffering. That is one of the
messages that the rabbis want to communicate at the seder, that there is a joy
Wem of suffering. Since the Jewish people were now free, they could

have joy. You do not have to be a slave and get out of slavery to feel joy.

That, of course, is what I think we are also communicating with the four B's.
The rabbis are trying to tell us the importance of communication. They are
trying to tell us that for us to really understand anything about life, we have to
communicate. That is what the seder is all about. We have to tell about the
exodus from Egypt. That is what the seder is all about. It is communication,
and, just as the rabbis are communicating something by telling us that we can
still drink two cups of wine after the Afikomen, they are aiso telling us that the
whole seder is a process of teaching us about the blessing of communication,
that we have to prepare for Pesach by learning how to communicate. Even
before we come to the seder, we have to learn how to communicate. That we

do by going through the process of bedika. We first make a brocha because
communication is a blessing to all of us. Then we have to do the bedika. What
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do we have to do with the bedika? What we have to do is be open with each
other. We have to recognize how sometimes we have miscommunicated. We
have to recognize that we need to have communication with others, that we are
not self-sufficient. There are some people who cannot communicate. They
only like to lecture people, or they do not like to talk at all to people. They do
not realize that by interacting with people, you deepen your own understanding,
that you have to learn how to communicate. You have to learn how to give an
ear to the fears and to the likes and dislikes especially of your children. They
are human beings, too. Many people slough off what their children feel, but
they have deep feelings, and they have to learn how to express these feelings.
We have to learn how to examine whether or not it is proper to give advice or
to give understanding. Sometimes when people come to me, they just want to
vent their feelings. They want to make sure that in that particular instance their
feelings are right, especially after they suffer a loss and they are mad at G-d.
They want to be assured that at that moment that is the correct thing to feel.
Later on it may not be appropriate, but they have a right to feel hurt and let
down and angry. Later on they will do healing and they will feel better, and

they will learn how to reconcile themselves to these terrible things and accept
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them the way we all have to accept them. Sometimes they come for advice: is
this kosher, is that kosher? Then you have to give them what they want. It is
very important to do the bedika, to understand what people want when they

communicate to you. Do they want advice, or do they want understanding?

Then you have the bittel. The bittel means that you have to many times
swallow your own ego. You have to realize when people communicate,
sometimes they say things they do not exactly mean, and you have to let it go in
one ear and out the other. You have to realize that certain people make certain
sibling rivalry comments. They do not really mean it. It is just there from
childhood. You have to discount it. Every married couples knows that there is
a certain banter that goes on that is really just a form of teasing or almost a
form of love, and sometimes it could be insulting, but you just let it go because
you know that it is meant well. You have to understand when you communicate
not to get on your high horse with every little comment, so you have to bittel

your ego a little bit.

Then there comes biur. You have to actually be ready to change, to listen to




